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🏰 Lesson 1: Who was Queen Victoria? 

🧠 Learning 
Intention 

Know who was important in a simple historical recount. 

🧭 Disciplinary 
Knowledge 

Know who was important in history.  
Know that time passes and lives vary through time. 

📚 Key 
Knowledge 

Queen Victoria became queen when she was 18.  
Queen Victoria is the second longest reigning monarch. 

👩🏫 What the 
teacher does 

Introduces Queen Victoria with a simple timeline and images. 
Reads a short story about her early life and reign in chunks. Leads a 
group discussion and models using key vocabulary (queen, reign, 
past). Uses role play with a crown and scepter to bring the story to 
life. 

👧 What pupils 
do 

Listen and join in with the story. Sequence key events using picture 
cards. Role play being Queen Victoria using props. Respond to 
questions about who she was and why she mattered. 

❓ Key 
Questions 

Who was Queen Victoria?  
When did she live?  
Why was she important? 

🎯 Intended 
Outcome 

Pupils understand who Queen Victoria was and key facts about her 
reign. 

🛠 Adaptation Dual Coding – Story supported by pictures and timeline visuals. 
📎 Resources 
Required 

Storybook or text about Queen Victoria, timeline cards, props 
(crown, scepter), picture cards. 

 

🧾 Lesson 2: Who was in Queen Victoria’s family? 

🧠 Learning 
Intention 

Know who was important in a simple historical recount. 

🧭 Disciplinary 
Knowledge 

Know why people are important in history.  
Know that asking questions about people and artefacts helps us to 
know and remember more. 

📚 Key 
Knowledge 

Queen Victoria was married to Prince Albert.  
They had nine children. 

👩🏫 What the 
teacher does 

Shows real portraits of Victoria, Albert, and their children. Models 
how to look closely and ask questions. Builds a family tree live on 
display. Supports pupils to make their own family tree with cut-and-
stick portraits and names. 

👧 What pupils 
do 

Explore images in groups, ask questions, contribute to class family 
tree, and create their own using scaffolded materials. 

❓ Key 
Questions 

What can we find out from pictures?  
What does a family tree show?  
Why do we still talk about Queen Victoria’s family? 
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🎯 Intended 
Outcome 

Pupils create a family tree showing Victoria, Albert, and their 
children. 

🛠 Adaptation Resources and Aids – Scaffolded templates and pre-cut images for 
support. 

📎 Resources 
Required 

Printed portraits, family tree templates, scissors, glue, sentence 
stems. 

 

🌏 Lesson 3: Who was Abdul Karim and why did he matter to Queen 
Victoria? 

🧠 Learning 
Intention 

Know why people are important in history. 

🧭 Disciplinary 
Knowledge 

Know why people are important in history.  
Know that asking questions about people and artefacts helps us to 
know and remember more. 

📚 Key 
Knowledge 

Abdul Karim was a key figure in Queen Victoria’s court.  
He offered a different perspective on the British Empire and its 
relationship with India. 

👩🏫 What the 
teacher does 

Shows Abdul Karim’s portrait and asks pupils to predict why he was 
important. Shares his story with simple narrative and vocabulary 
preteaching. Models a short role play conversation between Abdul 
Karim and Victoria. 

👧 What pupils 
do 

Predict Abdul Karim’s importance from his portrait, listen to his 
story, reflect on predictions, and act out a short role play using 
sentence stems. Add Abdul Karim to the class timeline or display. 

❓ Key 
Questions 

Why do you think this man was important to Queen Victoria?  
What can we learn from portraits?  
How did Abdul Karim help Queen Victoria? 

🎯 Intended 
Outcome 

Pupils describe Abdul Karim’s role and importance, comparing it to 
their initial ideas. 

🛠 Adaptation Preteaching – Key vocabulary with visual prompts. 
📎 Resources 
Required 

Portrait of Abdul Karim, vocabulary visuals, sentence stems, 
timeline materials, props. 

 

⚒ Lesson 4: What was life like for children in Queen Victoria’s time? 

🧠 Learning 
Intention 

Know that time passes and lives of people vary through time. 

🧭 Disciplinary 
Knowledge 

Know that time passes and lives of people vary through time.  
Know ways in which everyday objects have changed over time. 

📚 Key 
Knowledge 

Many Victorian children worked in factories, mines, or as servants 
instead of going to school. 



 
 

 
 Achieving our dreams together 

 

👩🏫 What the 
teacher does 

Introduces photos of modern and Victorian children, leads 
discussion. Sets up 3 role play areas (factory, mine, servant’s 
kitchen). Guides pupils through role play with narration and 
prompts. 

👧 What pupils 
do 

Compare photos, role play working in factory, mine, or kitchen. 
Discuss how Victorian children’s lives were different and how they 
might have felt. 

❓ Key 
Questions 

What did some children do in Victorian times?  
How was their life different from yours?  
Why do you think they had to work? 

🎯 Intended 
Outcome 

Pupils experience and describe Victorian children’s working lives 
and contrast with today. 

🛠 Adaptation Environment – Immersive role play areas with clear props and 
visuals. 

📎 Resources 
Required 

Victorian children images, role play props (cloths, buckets, boxes), 
visual cue cards. 

 

🏗 Lesson 5: What was the Great Exhibition and why was it special? 

🧠 Learning 
Intention 

Know who was important in a simple historical recount. 

🧭 Disciplinary 
Knowledge 

Know who was important in history. 

📚 Key 
Knowledge 

Prince Albert organised the Great Exhibition to celebrate new 
inventions. 

👩🏫 What the 
teacher does 

Introduces the Great Exhibition with pictures/videos. Shows 
Victorian inventions and tells their stories. Sets up an “exhibition” 
area. Guides pupils to design and make a simple invention model 
or drawing. 

👧 What pupils 
do 

View and discuss inventions. Design and craft their own invention. 
Label or explain it in a short sentence. Share in a mini-exhibition 
walk. 

❓ Key 
Questions 

What was the Great Exhibition?  
Why were inventions important?  
What invention would you like to make? 

🎯 Intended 
Outcome 

Pupils create and share a simple invention inspired by the Great 
Exhibition. 

🛠 Adaptation Chunking – Clear steps for making and sharing with visual prompts. 
📎 Resources 
Required 

Pictures/videos of exhibition and inventions, craft materials, 
display space. 

 


