


How different is life in

another country?
Key Idea:

\1!1/  Imagine a place where the sun blazes brighter and the land stretches much further than we know!
\/{ Ethiopia, a vast country in East Africa, is much bigger than the UK, and its climate is hotter too. In

ey

=~ Ethiopia’s town of Fiche, homes called tukuls are built with mud and straw, though modern houses
also stand tall. Picture feasts of injera, a flatbread that's a favourite! Did you know Ethiopia has 13
months in a year? And when their New Year arrives in September, celebrations burst with dancing
and delicious food. Doesn’t that sound amazing?

We will: Core Text: Osis + riorox
Hold an open day in our classroom where our %é Only a Pigeon

S,

families can come and find out more about Jane Kurtz
life in Ethiopia.

Core Knowledge
1.Ethiopia is a large country in East Africa, much bigger than the UK.
@ 2.Kirkby-in-Ashfield and Fiche are both towns, but Fiche is in Ethiopia and Kirkby is in the

UK.

3.Ethiopia is hotter than the UK.

4.Some Ethiopian houses are called tukuls and are made of mud and straw but other
people live in modern houses just like ours.

5.A popular food in Ethiopia is injera, a type of flatbread.

6.The Ethiopian calendar has 13 months instead of 12.

7.The Ethiopian New Year, called Enkutatash, is celebrated in September with parties,
dancing, and special food.

Disciplinary Knowledge
_ Being a Geographer:
N by Know the key human and physical features of the local environment through simple
i‘ fieldwork and observational skills.
Qs Know the geographical similarities and differences of a small area in a contrasting non-
European country (Kirkby in Ashfield, UK and Fiche, Ethiopia).
Know that aerial photographs and plan perspectives to recognise landmarks and basic
human and physical features.
Know basic geographical vocabulary to refer to key human features including city,
town, village, factory, farm, house, office, port and harbour.
Know basic geographical vocabulary to refer to key physical features including beach,
cliff, coast, forest, hill, mountain, sea, ocean, river, soil, valley and vegetation.
Know the names of a contrasting nation’s continent, capital and a comparable town.
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Lesson 1: Where is Ethiopia and how is it different from the UK?

Section Details
@ Learning To locate Ethiopia on a map and describe how it is differentin
Intention size and location to the UK.
€ Disciplinary Know the names of a contrasting nation’s continent, capital
Knowledge and a comparable town.
L Key Knowledge Ethiopia is a large country in East Africa. Fiche is a town in

Ethiopia, like Kirkby in the UK.

K2 Teacher Actions

Use globes, atlases and Google Earth to show where Ethiopia is
and compare it with the UK.

Z Pupil Activities

Pupils create a large display map showing both countries,
using string or wool to connect Fiche and Kirkby.

@ Evidence Joint class map display showing the UK and Ethiopia, with
labelled images of Fiche and Kirkby.
_@Adaptations Use dual coding with flags, outlines and continent labels. Pre-

cut pieces for pupils with fine motor needs.

Lesson 2: What is the weather like in Ethiopia and how does it affect life?

Section Details
@ Learning To compare typical weather in Ethiopia and the UK and explore
Intention how it influences daily life.
¥ Disciplinary Know the geographical similarities and differences of a small
Knowledge area in a contrasting non-European country.
LUl Key Knowledge Ethiopia is hotter than the UK. This affects clothing, housing,

and routines.

9l Teacher Actions

Show photos of weather in Ethiopia. Model dressing a doll for
hot vs cooler climates.

" Z Pupil Activities

Pupils dress paper figures for life in both places and create a
side-by-side weather scene with symbols.

@ Evidence Side-by-side paper collage showing Ethiopian and UK weather,
clothing, and environments.
_@Adaptations Provide dressing cut-outs and simplified weather icons. Allow

oral explanation alongside the collage.
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Lesson 3: What kinds of homes do people live in in Ethiopia?

Section Details
@ Learning To explore types of homes in Ethiopia and compare traditional
Intention tukuls with UK housing.
€ Disciplinary Know basic human geographical vocabulary such as house,
Knowledge village and materials like mud or straw.
L Key Knowledge Some Ethiopian houses, called tukuls, are made from natural

materials like mud and straw.

K2 Teacher Actions

Show images of tukuls and UK houses. Share video clips of
Ethiopian home construction.

Z Pupil Activities

Pupils create a model tukul using clay, straw and twigs, and
compare it with a small box model of their home.

@ Evidence Two side-by-side home models (Ethiopian and UK style)
displayed with names for the open day.
_@Adaptations Provide structured model-making stations and adult support

for fine motor or sensory needs.

Lesson 4: What do people eat in Ethiopia?

Section Details
@ Learning To find out what foods are common in Ethiopia and compare
Intention them with foods in the UK.
| Disciplinary Know geographical similarities and differences of a small area
Knowledge in a contrasting non-European country.
Ll Key Knowledge Injera is a traditional flatbread eaten in Ethiopia. Food is often

shared from one dish.

9l Teacher Actions

Show videos of Ethiopian meals. If possible, bring in a safe
sample of injera to see and smell.

" Z Pupil Activities

Pupils make a food plate collage using cut-out pictures and
label Ethiopian and UK favourites.

@ Evidence Displayed paper plates with collaged Ethiopian meals and
comparison foods from the UK.
_@Adaptations Offer pre-cut food pictures and pictorial choices. Provide adult

or peer support for sticking and sorting.
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Lesson 5: How do people celebrate the New Year in Ethiopia?

Section Details
@ Learning To learn about Enkutatash (Ethiopian New Year) and explore
Intention how it is celebrated differently.
€ Disciplinary Know key human geographical features and local traditions in a
Knowledge non-European country.
Ll Key Knowledge | Enkutatash isin September and includes dancing, music, gifts,

and traditional food.

K2 Teacher Actions

Show video clips of Enkutatash celebrations. Share images of
clothes, music, and food.

Z Pupil Activities

Pupils create party decorations (bunting, flower drawings,
yellow colour theme) and learn a simple Ethiopian dance.

@ Evidence Enkutatash decorations and photos of dance rehearsals for
display during the open day.
_@Adaptations Allow for seated dance versions, sensory-friendly craft

materials, and visual instructions with steps.

Lesson 6: How can we share what we've learned about Ethiopia?

Section Details
@ Learning To prepare and present what we’ve learned about Ethiopia to
Intention families during our open day.
¥ Disciplinary Review all key human and physical geography features learned
Knowledge through comparing Fiche and Kirkby.
LU Key Knowledge Ethiopia has its own weather, homes, food, celebrations, and is

different but also similar to Kirkby.

9l Teacher Actions

Guide pupils to rehearse what they will show or say at each
table. Practise welcoming and sharing facts.

" Z Pupil Activities

Pupils help set up displays and take turns sharing what they’ve
made or explaining their models.

@ Evidence Open Day: classroom displays, models, decorations and
artefacts showcased to families and carers.
_@Adaptations Use rehearsed sentence starters, pictorial prompts, and adult

or peer support during presentations.
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