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The Intent of Modern Foreign Languages, Spanish 
At Abbey Hill, we teach Spanish as our Modern Foreign Language (MFL).  
We ensure that our pupils understand our place in a multicultural society and show curiosity 
about our world. We provide opportunities for children to communicate with each other to 
apply their knowledge in a purposeful way. We develop a foundation for further language 
acquisition at Key Stage 3. 

The Design of our Curriculum 
As a school, we follow ‘La Jolie Ronde’ scheme of learning. La Jollie Ronde has been in place at 
Abbey Hill for over 10 years on recommendation of both Nottinghamshire and Nottingham City 
MFL Network. Curriculum Evaluation, including pupil voice, has continued to confirm that this 
is the right choice for our Abbeyhillians. 

The La Jolie Ronde Spanish Scheme of Learning is designed to fully support the KS2 Languages 
Programme of Study outlined in the National Curriculum. It offers a structured and progressive 
approach to language learning, ensuring pupils develop key language skills alongside a growing 
cultural awareness.  

The scheme supports the delivery of high-quality language teaching through the following: 

P Listening and Speaking: children regularly listen to a Spanish-speaking teacher who 
confidently speaks the language and join in with songs, rhymes, stories, and conversations. This 
builds accurate pronunciation, intonation, and understanding of spoken Spanish. 

P Speaking with Increasing Confidence: pupils are encouraged to ask and answer questions, 
express opinions, and engage in role-play, helping them communicate with increasing fluency 
and confidence. 

P Reading and Understanding: children read simple Spanish texts and match words to pictures, 
helping them develop reading strategies and vocabulary recognition. 

P Writing in Spanish: the scheme introduces early writing tasks such as labelling, gap-fills, and 
sentence writing, progressing to short paragraphs using familiar vocabulary and grammatical 
structures. 

P Grammar and Language Patterns: core grammatical concepts—like gender, verb forms, and 
sentence structure—are taught in context and revisited regularly to build a solid foundation. 

P Broaden Cultural Understanding: La Jolie Ronde incorporates cultural elements by exploring 
Spanish festivals and traditions, helping pupils develop an appreciation of different ways of life. 
We also hold a Spanish Day each year which celebrates Spanish culture. 

P Progressive Language Development: the curriculum design ensures that knowledge is built 
up systematically and revisited over time, enabling pupils to make sustained progress in all four 
skills: listening, speaking, reading, and writing. 

Teaching and Learning in MFL 
At Abbey Hill, the La Jolie Ronde Spanish scheme is taught across Key Stage 2, typically by our 
Spanish-speaking teacher. Pupils receive weekly 45-minute lessons and produce a range of 
outcomes—written in workbooks, spoken aloud, or presented creatively. 

Teaching and learning in MFL is interactive and engaging, with opportunities for hands-on 
learning and independent use of resources. Pupils work collaboratively, build resilience and 
develop key language skills in speaking, listening, reading, and writing. Lessons are tailored to 
each stage of learning, encouraging confident expression and accurate pronunciation.  
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Cultural understanding is embedded throughout, helping pupils appreciate the importance of 
language learning. Regular opportunities to consolidate knowledge ensure meaningful progress 
and have been embedded into daily routines across KS2, including responding to the register in 
Spanish and completing daily activities e.g those linked to the weather and date. 

Features of effective teaching in MFL 
The following features are considered good practice in the teaching and learning of MFL at 
Abbey Hill. Not every feature is expected in every lesson. Teachers use professional 
judgement to determine the most effective manner to deliver the curriculum to support 
engagement, retention and achievement in all lessons. 

 

Pupils are immersed in 
the language, 

demonstrating use and 
application of correct 

grammar.

Opportunitites for 
appropriate speaking, 
listening, reading and 

writing are accurate for 
stage of learning. 

Opportunitites for a 
hands-on approach to 
learning, using a range 

of resources which 
demonstrate 

independence.

Opportunities to work 
collaboratively. 

Pupils are able to use 
language to express 

what they want to say, 
appropriate to their 

stage of learning. 

Pupils speak 
confidently, with good 

pronunciation and 
inotation, appropriate to 

their stage of learning.

Teaching brings 
language and culture 

alive, with strong 
awareness from pupils 

of its importance. 

There are opportunities 
to colsolidate learning 

in daily practice.

Tasks allow for 
development of specific 

language skills.

Pupils know the value of 
learning languages.



 
Achieving our dreams together 

 

Progression of our MFL curriculum 
 
The MFL learning progression at Abbey Hill Primary and Nursery School outlines the clear and 
structured development of language skills across Key Stage 2. It supports the delivery of the La 
Jolie Ronde Spanish scheme and ensures a consistent, progressive approach to teaching and 
learning in listening, speaking, reading, and writing.  
 
The progression is carefully sequenced to provide regular opportunities for pupils to build upon 
prior knowledge and make meaningful links with previous learning. It also highlights the 
development of intercultural understanding and the purposeful use of Spanish in real-life 
contexts.  
 
This framework enables pupils to develop increasing confidence, accuracy, and cultural 
awareness throughout their MFL journey. 
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Our MFL Long Term Plan 
 

 

 


