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🌊 Lesson 1: What is the Water Cycle and Why is it Important? 

Learning 
Intention 

To understand the stages of the water cycle and why it is 
important (NC Geography: rivers, climate zones, biomes) 

Disciplinary 
Knowledge 

Know key aspects of physical geography – rivers, climate zones, 
biomes and vegetation belts 

Key Knowledge 
Covered 

The Water Cycle: Evaporation – The sun heats water from oceans 
and rivers, turning it into water vapour, which rises into the air. The 
Water Cycle: Rainfall – Water vapour cools to form clouds, then 
falls as rain or snow, refilling rivers, lakes, and oceans. 

What the 
Teacher Does 

Introduce the water cycle using diagrams and simple experiments 
to demonstrate evaporation and rainfall. Use videos or animations 
to support explanation. Model how to create a labelled 
diagram/poster showing the stages. Facilitate group discussion 
about why the water cycle is important for life. Scaffold vocabulary 
and check understanding. Explain that pupils will narrate part of 
the water cycle for their video. 

What the 
Children Do 

Observe experiments, watch videos, and participate in discussion. 
Create their own labelled water cycle diagram or poster in pairs or 
groups. Practice explaining one stage of the cycle orally. 

How the 
Lesson Will Be 
Evidenced 

Water cycle diagrams/posters with labels and oral narration 
recorded or noted. 

Adaptation Dual Coding – Use visual aids and diagrams alongside verbal 
explanations to support understanding. 

 

🌍 Lesson 2: Where Are the World’s Oceans and Why Do They Matter? 

Learning 
Intention 

To locate the five major oceans and understand their 
significance (NC Geography: maps, atlases, globes) 

Disciplinary 
Knowledge 

Know how to use maps, atlases and globes to locate countries 
studied and describe their features. 

Key Knowledge 
Covered 

The Pacific, Atlantic, Indian, Arctic, and Southern Oceans are the 
five major oceans of the world. 

What the 
Teacher Does 

Provide atlases, globes and world maps. Model locating oceans 
and labelling them on blank maps. Discuss characteristics of 
each ocean. Guide pupils in annotating their own maps. Support 
pupils in using atlases and globes correctly. Explain pupils will 
write a script introducing oceans for the video. 

What the 
Children Do 

Use atlases, globes and maps to locate and label the five oceans. 
Annotate maps with key facts. Write a short voiceover script about 
the oceans. 

How the Lesson 
Will Be 
Evidenced 

Annotated maps and voiceover scripts for the documentary. 
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Adaptation Chunking – Break the oceans into smaller groups to focus on 
before tackling all five. 

 

🚤 Lesson 3: Who are the Bajau People and How Do They Live? 

Learning 
Intention 

To understand the lifestyle of the Bajau people and their 
relationship with the ocean (NC Geography: human 

geography, economic activity) 
Disciplinary 
Knowledge 

Know what is meant by aspects of human geography - economic 
activity 

Key Knowledge 
Covered 

The Bajau people are nomadic people who live on the ocean, 
moving between the Philippines, Indonesia, and Malaysia. 

What the 
Teacher Does 

Introduce the Bajau people using videos, images and stories. 
Facilitate discussion on nomadic life and ocean living. Model how 
to write questions and answers for a roleplay interview. Support 
pupils to develop interview scripts imagining they are a Bajau 
person. 

What the 
Children Do 

Create an infographic of the Bajau people using PicCollage 

How the Lesson 
Will Be 
Evidenced 

PicCollage printouts 

Adaptation Preteaching – Teach key vocabulary (nomadic, economic activity) 
before main activity. 

 

🌳 Lesson 4: What Makes the Amazon River So Special? 

Learning 
Intention 

To learn about the Amazon River and its importance for fresh 
water and ecosystems (NC Geography: rivers, biomes) 

Disciplinary 
Knowledge 

Know key aspects of physical geography – rivers, climate zones, 
biomes and vegetation belts 

Key Knowledge 
Covered 

The Amazon River is the world’s largest river by volume, 
supplying 20% of the Earth’s fresh water and supporting vast 
ecosystems. 

What the 
Teacher Does 

Present images, videos and facts about the Amazon River. Guide 
pupils to create fact files or digital presentations highlighting its 
importance. Model note-taking and summarising key facts. 
Support pupils to organise information clearly. 

What the 
Children Do 

Take notes, research facts, create fact files or presentations 
individually or in groups. Share and discuss findings. 

How the Lesson 
Will Be 
Evidenced 

Fact files or digital presentations about the Amazon River. 
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Adaptation Resources and Aids – Provide templates or graphic organisers for 
fact files. 

 

🛥 Lesson 5: How Do People Explore Oceans and Rivers? 

Learning 
Intention 

To explore methods used to study oceans and rivers (NC 
Geography: physical geography, human geography) 

Disciplinary 
Knowledge 

Know key aspects of physical geography – rivers, climate zones, 
biomes and vegetation belts. Know examples of trade links, and 
the distribution of natural resources including energy and 
minerals 

Key Knowledge 
Covered 

People explore oceans using submarines, boats, and satellites 
to learn about its depths and wildlife. 

What the Teacher 
Does 

Show examples of exploration technology and methods via 
videos or pictures. Discuss their purpose and features. Model 
designing an exploration vessel or tech. Support pupils to plan 
their own designs. 

What the 
Children Do 

Design own ocean or river exploration vessel or technology. 
Explain its function and features. 

How the Lesson 
Will Be Evidenced 

Create a model using junk materials. 

Adaptation Environments – Provide a creative, stimulating space with varied 
materials for design. 

 

🎥 Lesson 6: How Can We Create Our Travel Documentary? 

Learning 
Intention 

To combine research, scripts and recordings to create a 
travel documentary 

Disciplinary 
Knowledge 

Know how to select and combine information from different 
sources to create a fuller picture 

Key Knowledge 
Covered 

All prior knowledge from lessons 1-5 integrated 

What the 
Teacher Does 

Support pupils in combining their scripts, interviews, facts and 
presentations. Guide use of iPads or other media tools to record 
and edit the documentary. Model speaking and recording skills. 
Facilitate rehearsal and peer feedback. 

What the 
Children Do 

Collaborate to assemble video, narrate scripts, act out 
interviews and present facts. Use iPads or devices to record and 
edit final documentary. 

How the Lesson 
Will Be 
Evidenced 

Completed travel documentary video 

Adaptation Relational Approaches – Foster teamwork, supportive peer 
feedback and positive communication. 
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